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What we will 
cover this 
evening

• In this presentation Dr. Williams will 
explore the history of racial inequality 
in America from the end of the Civil 
War through the murder of George 
Floyd through the lens of what he calls 
the Six Degrees of Segregation, six 
firm barriers to equality that continue 
to bar access to first class citizenship, 
economic stability, and health and 
safety for African Americans, 
Indigenous People and Immigrants of 
Color in the United States. 



According to the way we see it . . .

• “The world changes according to the way 
people see it, and if you alter, even by a 
millimeter, the way . . . people look at 
reality, then you can change it.”
• James Baldwin 



Chapter 1: How did 
we get here?





#BLM Moments: Niagara 
Movement Declaration of 
Sentiment (1905)

• Courts: We demand upright judges in courts, juries 
selected without discrimination on account of color and 
the same measure of punishment and the same efforts at 
reformation for black as for white offenders. We need 
orphanages and farm schools for dependent children, 
juvenile reformatories for delinquents, and the abolition of 
the dehumanizing convict-lease system.

• Public Opinion: We note with alarm the evident 
retrogression in this and of land of sound public opinion on 
the subject of manhood rights, republican government and 
human brotherhood, and we pray God that this nation will 
not degenerate into a mob of boasters and oppressors, but 
rather will return to the faith of the fathers, that all men 
were created free and equal, with certain unalienable 
rights.

• Health: We plead for health-- for an opportunity to live in 
decent houses and localities, for a chance to rear our 
children in physical and moral cleanliness.



Historical 
Amnesia



Back of the Bus



Post Racial America



Black Lives Matter



Shelby County v. Holder (2013)



Black Lives 
Matter
Ferguson 
Commission John 
Darkow 9/16/2015



Ferguson August 2014
“By confining the civil rights struggle 

to the South … to a single halcyon 
decade, and to limited, non-

economic objectives, the master 
narrative simultaneously elevates 

and diminishes the movement,” Hall 
wrote. “It ensures the status of the 

classical phase as a triumphal 
movement in a larger American 

progress narrative, yet it undermines 
its gravitas. It prevents one of the 

most remarkable mass movements in 
American history from speaking 

effectively to the challenges of our 
time.” Russian cartoonist Alexandr Zudin Ferguson,  

August 18, 2014Jacqueline Dowd Hall (2005). "The Long Civil 
Rights Movement and the Political Uses of the 
Past." The Journal of American History. 91(4



Race



Class



Gender



How to be an Anti-Racist

• December 3, 2014 Ferguson 
Christmas David Fitzsimmons is 
the staff cartoonist for the 
Arizona Star, and his cartoons are 
syndicated worldwide by Cagle 
Cartoons. 



Three interrelated 
questions

• How can we connect the Black Lives Matter 
Movement with other struggles for civil 
rights and social justice?

• How do we use these connections as an 
opportunity to reimagine thoughtful 
engagement around combatting racism?

• How can our study and understanding of 
this history inform our contemporary 
efforts to tackle racial injustice?



Stokely Carmichael, 
What We Want (1966)

• "In a sense, I blame ourselves--together 
with the mass media--for what has 
happened in Watts, Harlem, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Omaha. Each time the people in 
those cities saw Martin Luther King get 
slapped, they became angry; when they 
saw four little black girls bombed to death, 
they were angrier; and when nothing 
happened, they were steaming. We had 
nothing to offer that they could see, except 
to go out and be beaten again. We helped 
to build their frustration."



Minnesota 
Exceptionalism?



“This Is a White Man’s 
Government,”

• “This Is a White Man’s Government,” political cartoon by 
Thomas Nast, published in Harper’s Weekly, Sept. 5, 1868. 
Depicted standing atop a black Civil War veteran are a “Five 
Points Irishman,” Ku Klux Klan founder Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, and Wall Street financier and Democrat August 
Belmont.



Race and Immigration



“EVERY DOG (NO 
DISTINCTION OF COLOR) 
HAS HIS DAY” 1879



“EVERY DOG (NO 
DISTINCTION OF 
COLOR) HAS HIS 
DAY” 1879



The Second Wave of Migration - the “New Immigrants”

• A. 1881-1930 - over 27 million immigrants 
• B. Southern and Eastern Europe, some from Asia 
• C. Immigration Acts: 
• 1. Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 
• 2. Gentlemen's Agreement of 1907 
• 3. Alien Land Acts, 1911, 1913 in California 
• 4. Quotas and racial preferences 
• D. Social make-up 
• 1. Mostly peasants, illiterate, unskilled 
• 2. Identified with villages and parishes 
• 3. Jews as exception - 2 million 
• E. Ellis Island as the gate to the United States 
• 1. 1892-1931 - 2.5 million from Italy 
• 2. 2 million from Russia 
• 3. Hungary, Austria, and Austria-Hungary - over 2 million 
• 4. Germany, England and Ireland - about half a million each 



Who is affected . . .



Movement vs. 
Moments

• b : a series of organized activities 
working toward an objective; also
: an organized effort to promote or 
attain an end <the civil rights 
movement> a :

• a minute portion or point of time 
: instant b : a comparatively brief 
period of time



#BLM Moments: Ralph Ellison (1952)



#BLM Moments: Ralph Ellison

“I am invisible, understand, simply 
because people refuse to see me. Like 
the bodiless heads you see sometimes 

in circus sideshows, it is as though I 
have been surrounded by mirrors of 

hard, distorting glass. When they 
approach me they see only my 

surroundings, themselves or figments 
of their imagination, indeed, 

everything and anything except me.” 

“I remember that I'm invisible and walk 
softly so as not awake the sleeping ones. 
Sometimes it is best not to awaken them; 

there are few things in the world as 
dangerous as sleepwalkers.”



The Problem of invisibility



Echoes of the Past 



The Problem: WEB Dubois, 
The Souls of Black Folks “Of 
Our Spiritual Strivings (1903) 
• “Between me and the other world there is ever an 

unasked question: unasked by some through feelings of 
delicacy; by others through the difficulty of rightly 
framing it. All, nevertheless, flutter round it. They 
approach me in a half- hesitant sort of way, eye me 
curiously or compassionately, and then, instead of 
saying directly, How does it feel to be a problem? they 
say, I know an excellent colored man in my town; or, I 
fought at Mechanicsville; or, Do not these Southern 
outrages make your blood boil? At these I smile, or am 
interested, or reduce the boiling to a simmer, as the 
occasion may require. To the real question, How does it 
feel to be a problem? I answer seldom a word.” 



The Problem: WEB Dubois, The 
Souls of Black Folks “Of Our 
Spiritual Strivings (1903) 

• “Between me and the other world there is ever an unasked 
question: unasked by some through feelings of delicacy; by others 
through the difficulty of rightly framing it. All, nevertheless, flutter 
round it. They approach me in a half- hesitant sort of way, eye me 
curiously or compassionately, and then, instead of saying directly, 
How does it feel to be a problem? they say, I know an excellent 
colored man in my town; or, I fought at Mechanicsville; or, Do not 
these Southern outrages make your blood boil? At these I smile, or 
am interested, or reduce the boiling to a simmer, as the occasion 
may require. To the real question, How does it feel to be a 
problem? I answer seldom a word.” 



Rev. Al Sharpton 
eulogizes George 
Floyd June 4, 2020

“George Floyd’s story has 
been the story of black 
folks. Because ever since 
401 years ago, the reason 
we could never be who we 
wanted and dreamed to be 
is you kept your knee on 
our neck,” the Rev. Al 
Sharpton said in a fierce 
eulogy. “It’s time for us to 
stand up in George’s name 
and say, ‘Get your knee off 
our necks!’”



Chapter 2: 
Historical 
Foundations



Reconstruction



What the Black Man Wants (1865)

• What shall we do with the Negro?" I have had but one answer from the 
beginning. Do nothing with us! Your doing with us has already played the 
mischief with us. Do nothing with us! If the apples will not remain on the tree of 
their own strength, if they are worm eaten at the core, if they are early ripe and 
disposed to fall, let them fall! I am not for tying or fastening them on the tree in 
any way, except by nature's plan, and if they will not stay there, let them fall. 
And if the Negro cannot stand on his own legs, let him fall also. All I ask is, give 
him a chance to stand on his own legs! Let him alone! If you see him on his way 
to school, let him alone, don't disturb him! If you see him going to the dinner 
table at a hotel, let him go! If you see him going to the ballot- box, let him alone, 
don't disturb him! [Applause.]



Defining Freedom
• The Civil War Amendments
• Amendment XIII (1865)
• Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary 

servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to 
their jurisdiction. 

• Amendment XIV (1868)
• Section 1. All persons born or naturalized 

in the United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and of the state wherein 
they reside. No state shall make or 
enforce any law which shall abridge the 
privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States; nor shall any state deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor deny to 
any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws. 



Six Degrees of Segregation
The 14th Amendment: No state shall make or enforce 
any law which shall abridge the privileges or 

immunities of citizens of the United States; nor 
shall any state deprive any person of life, 

liberty, or property, without due process of law; 
nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 

equal protection of the laws. 

Unfair labor
Employment

Disfranchisement
Voting RightsJim Crow Justice

1896
Plessy v. Ferguson

Accommodation
s

PublicEducation
Segregation
Residential 

1883
The Civil Rights Cases

1865-1870
The Civil War Amendments



Six Degrees of 
Segregation

"And remember, nothing can be accomplished  by 
taking to the streets," September 6, 1963

Residential 
Segregation

Public 
Accommodations

Education

Employment/ 
Unfair Labor 

Practices

Voting Rights

Jim Crow Justice



The Calvary to the Rescue?

• Richard H. Pratt was a cavalry 
officer who spent eight years in 
Indian Territory commanding a 
unit of African-American Buffalo 
Soldiers. He was involved with 
the campaign to keep Indians on 
their reservations and would 
track down hunting parties and 
return them to the reservation. 
He was appalled by the 
desperate conditions he saw.



Assimilation & 
Citizenship

• Let me be a free man, free to travel, 
free to stop, free to work, free to 
trade where I choose, free to 
choose my own teachers, free to 
follow the religion of my fathers, 
free to talk, think and act for myself 
-- and I will obey every law or 
submit to the penalty.

• Hin-mah-too-yah-lat-kekht has 
spoken for his people.

• - Chief Joseph



“Native American”

• A policeman ordering a 
Native man to “move on” 
away from a voting poll 
around which are 
clustered stereotyped 
“naturalized” Americans.

• Judge, v. 8, no. 192, 1885 
June 20, pp. 8-9.



Reminiscences of My Life in Camp with the 33d United States Colored Troops Late 1st 
S. C. Volunteers. Boston: The author, 1902.

Susie Taylor King: Reminiscences of My Life 

• “Living here in Boston where the black man is 
given equal justice, I must say a word on the 
general treatment of my race, both in the North 
and South, in this twentieth century. 

• In this "land of the free" we are burned, tortured, 
and denied a fair trial, murdered for any 
imaginary wrong conceived in the brain of the 
negro-hating white man. There is no redress for us 
from a government which promised to protect all 
under its flag. It seems a mystery to me. They say, 
"One flag, one nation, one country indivisible." Is 
this true? Can we say this truthfully, when one 
race is allowed to burn, hang, and inflict the most 
horrible torture weekly, monthly, on another? No, 
we cannot sing, "My country, ’tis of thee, Sweet 
land of Liberty"! It is hollow mockery. The 
Southland laws are all on the side of the white, 
and they do just as they like to the negro, whether 
in the right or not.” 

Susie King Taylor, black educator and army nurse Aug. 6, 1848 - Oct. 6, 1912



MLK Strength to Love Chapter 4: Love in Action

“… sincerity and conscientiousness in 
themselves are not enough. History 
has proven that these noble virtues 

may degenerate into tragic vices. 
Nothing in all the world is more 

dangerous than sincere ignorance 
and conscientious stupidity…..Devoid 

of intelligence, goodness and 
conscientiousness will become brutal 

forces leading to shameful 
crucifixions. Never must the church
We tire of reminding men that they 

have a moral responsibility to be 
intelligent.” Page 39



Kill the Indian and save 
the man

• Pratt's solution was to take Indians off of
the reservation and integrate them into 
white society through education. His 
intentions were probably good, although he 
often characterized his approach in stark 
terms: 

• "I believe in immersing the Indians in our 
civilization and when we get them under 
holding them there until they are 
thoroughly soaked . . . Kill the Indian and 
save the man." 



The Knee

• 1866.General Philip H. Sheridan takes command of U.S. forces in the 
West, proposing to bring peace to the plains by exterminating the herds 
of buffalo that support the Indians' way of life: "Kill the buffalo and you 
kill the Indians," he says.

• 1867. The United States and representatives of the Comanche, Kiowa, 
Cheyenne, Arapaho and other southern Plains tribes sign the Medicine 
Lodge Treaty, intended to remove Indians from the path of white 
settlement. The treaty marks the end of the era in which federal 
policymakers saw the Plains as "one big reservation" to be divided up 
among various tribes. Instead, the treaty establishes reservations for 
each tribe in the western part of present-day Oklahoma and requires 
them to give up their traditional lands elsewhere. 

• 1868. Chief Red Cloud and General William Tecumseh Sherman sign the 
Fort Laramie Treaty, which brings an end to war along the Bozeman 
Trail. Under terms of the treaty, the United States agrees to abandon its 
forts along the Bozeman Trail and grant enormous parts of the 
Wyoming, Montana and Dakota Territories, including the Black Hills 
area, to the Lakota people as their exclusive territory.

• 1871. Congress approves the Indian Appropriations Act, which ends the 
practice of treating Indian tribes as sovereign nations by directing that 
all Indians be treated as individuals and legally designated "wards" of 
the federal government. 

• 1881. Helen Hunt Jackson publishes A Century of Dishonor, the first 
detailed examination of the federal government’s treatment of Native 
Americans in the West..



The Knee

• 1866.General Philip H. Sheridan takes command of U.S. forces in the West, proposing to 
bring peace to the plains by exterminating the herds of buffalo that support the Indians' 
way of life: "Kill the buffalo and you kill the Indians," he says.

• 1867. The United States and representatives of the Comanche, Kiowa, Cheyenne, 
Arapaho and other southern Plains tribes sign the Medicine Lodge Treaty, intended to 
remove Indians from the path of white settlement. The treaty marks the end of the era 
in which federal policymakers saw the Plains as "one big reservation" to be divided up 
among various tribes. Instead, the treaty establishes reservations for each tribe in the 
western part of present-day Oklahoma and requires them to give up their traditional 
lands elsewhere. 

• 1868. Chief Red Cloud and General William Tecumseh Sherman sign the Fort Laramie 
Treaty, which brings an end to war along the Bozeman Trail. Under terms of the treaty, 
the United States agrees to abandon its forts along the Bozeman Trail and grant 
enormous parts of the Wyoming, Montana and Dakota Territories, including the Black 
Hills area, to the Lakota people as their exclusive territory.

• 1871. Congress approves the Indian Appropriations Act, which ends the practice of 
treating Indian tribes as sovereign nations by directing that all Indians be treated as 
individuals and legally designated "wards" of the federal government. 

• 1881. Helen Hunt Jackson publishes A Century of Dishonor, the first detailed 
examination of the federal government’s treatment of Native Americans in the West..



Stokley Carmichael 
(1966)

• “I remember that when I was a boy, I used 
to go see Tarzan movies on Saturday. White 
Tarzan used to beat up the black natives. I 
would sit there yelling, "Kill the beasts, kill 
the savages, kill 'em!" I was saying: Kill me. 
It was as if a Jewish boy watched Nazis 
taking Jews off to concentration camps and 
cheered them on. Today, I want the chief to 
beat hell out of Tarzan and send him back 
to Europe. But it takes time to reject the 
most important lie: that black people 
inherently can't do the same things white 
people can do, unless white people help 
them.”





Echoes

FootprintsFingerprints 

Shadows



“Similarly, the only way to police a 
ghetto is to be oppressive. None of 
commissioner Kennedy's policemen, 
even with the best will in the world, 
have any way of understanding the lives 
led by the people they swagger about in 
two's and three's controlling. Their very 
presence is an insult, and it would be, 
even if they spent their entire day 
feeding gumdrops to children. They 
represent the force of the white world, 
and that world's real intentions are, 
simply, for that world's criminal profit 
and ease, to keep the black man 
corralled up here, in his place. The 
badge, the gun in the holster, and the 
swinging club make vivid what will 
happen should his rebellion become 
overt. Rare, indeed, is the Harlem 
citizen, from the most circumspect 
church member to the most shiftless 
adolescent, who does not have a long 
tale to tell of police incompetence, 
injustice, or brutality. I myself have 
witnessed and endured it more than 
once. The businessman and racketeers 
also have a story. And so do the 
prostitutes. (And this is not, perhaps, the 
place to discuss Harlem's very complex 
attitude towards black policemen, nor 
the reasons, according to Harlem, that 
they are nearly all downtown.”
James Baldwin

Daryl Cagle Love the Police, Cagle Cartoons, 
August 18, 2014 



Insure Domestic 
Tranquility

Joe Bass Jr., 12 years old lying dead in a Newark 
Street. Contains: "Newark: The Predictable 

Insurrection."Life: Volume 63, No. 4. July 28, 1967. 
"Newark: The Predictable Insurrection."



Core Democratic Values

Newark, New Jersey 1967
Ferguson, Missouri 2014



The Court Martial of Jackie Robinson 
August 2, 1944



#BLM Moments:  Jackie Robinson Harlem, 1964
“I think our Police Commissioner 

must be warned that police 
brutality will not be tolerated by the 

Negro and Puerto Rican people of 
New York City. There has been too 
much of it and unless it is seriously 
curtailed, there can be serious and 

crucial times ahead for the city.” 
“Harlem is the key to Negro areas 

throughout the country and efforts 
by Comm. Murphy or the Mayor to 
meet and ease problems here on 
police brutality will have an effect 

throughout the nation.”

Jackie Robinson 

"Incident at 133rd St. and Seventh Ave. last night as Harlem was torn by disorder for 
second time,", by Dick De Marsico, 1964



American 
Tragedies?



Core Democratic Values for

NCSS Core Democratic Values

Life - Each Citizen has the right to the protection of their life. Truth - The government and citizens should not lie.

The Pursuit of Happiness - Each citizen can find happiness in their 
own way, as long as they do not infringe on the rights of others.

Common Good - Citizens should work together for the good of 
all. The government should make laws that are good for everyone.

Liberty - Liberty includes the freedom to believe what you want, 
freedom to choose your own friends, to express your ideas and 
opinions in public, the right for people to meet in groups, and the 
right to have any lawful job or business.

Equality - Everyone should get the same treatment regardless of 
where their parents or grandparents were born, race, religion, or how 
much money you have, citizens all have political, social, and 
economic equality.

Justice - All people should be treated fairly in getting advantages and 
disadvantages of our country. No group or person should be favored.

Diversity - Differences in language, race, religion, dress, food, and 
heritage are not only allowed but accepted as important.

Popular Sovereignty - The power of the government comes from the 
people.

Patriotism - A devotion to our country and the core democratic
values.



Jimmie Lee Jackson #Black 
Lives Mattered

“A State trooper pointed the gun, but he did 
not act alone.

He was murdered by the brutality of every 
sheriff who practices lawlessness in the 

name of law.
He was murdered by the irresponsibility of 
every politician, from governors on down, 

who has fed his constituents the stale bread 
of hatred and the spoiled meat of racism.

He was murdered by the timidity of a federal 
government that can spend millions of 
dollars a day to keep troops in South 

Vietnam and cannot protect the rights of its 
own citizens seeking the right to vote.

He was murdered by the indifference of 
every white minister of the gospel who has 
remained silent behind the safe security of 

his stained-glass windows.
And he was murdered by the cowardice of 

every Negro who passively accepts the evils 
of segregation and stands on the sidelines in 

the struggle for justice.”



Martin Luther 
King

“The black revolution is much 
more than a struggle for the 

rights of Negroes. It is forcing 
America to face all its 

interrelated flaws—racism, 
poverty, militarism, and 

materialism. It is exposing evils 
that are rooted deeply in the 

whole structure of our society . . 
. and suggests that radical 

reconstruction of society is the 
real issue to be faced.”
—Martin Luther King Jr.



All Lives Matter 
Moments

“I am not going to stand here and make a speech, 
because you have been listening to white people 

for 400 years. They said they were going to do 
something, but they have not done a thing, as far 
as I am concerned, in re-enfranchising the black 

man. It is up to the individual to do something to 
force the government to give the black man a 

decent place to live and a decent place to bring 
his children up in. That could have been my son 

lying there and I am going to do as much as I can. 
I am going to start right now to inform white 

people of what they don’t know. The reverend 
said the white man can’t cool it because he never 
dug it, and I am here to try to dig it, because I, as 
a white man, have a lot to learn and a long way 

to go. I haven’t been in your space, I haven’t 
suffered as you have suffered. I am just beginning 

to learn the nature of that experience and 
somehow that has to be translated to the white 

community now. Time’s running out for 
everybody. That enough! That’s enough talking!”“Marlon Brando’s eulogy at the funeral of 17-

year-old Black Panther member Bobby Hutton 
in San Francisco in 1968



Core Democratic Values



John Lewis, Speech March 
on Washington, 1963

• To those who have said, “Be patient and 
wait.” we must say that “patience” is a dirty 
and nasty word. We cannot be patient we 
do not want to be free gradually. We want 
our freedom and we want it now. We 
cannot depend on any political party, for 
both the democrats and the Republicans 
have betrayed the basic principles of the 
Declaration of Independence.



Core Democratic Values
NCSS Core Democratic Values

Life - Each Citizen has the right to the protection of their 
life. Truth - The government and citizens should not lie.

The Pursuit of Happiness - Each citizen can find 
happiness in their own way, as long as they do not 
infringe on the rights of others.

Common Good - Citizens should work together for the 
good of all. The government should make laws that are 
good for everyone.

Liberty - Liberty includes the freedom to believe what 
you want, freedom to choose your own friends, to 
express your ideas and opinions in public, the right for 
people to meet in groups, and the right to have any lawful 
job or business.

Equality - Everyone should get the same treatment 
regardless of where their parents or grandparents were 
born, race, religion, or how much money you have, 
citizens all have political, social, and economic equality.

Justice - All people should be treated fairly in getting 
advantages and disadvantages of our country. No group 
or person should be favored.

Diversity - Differences in language, race, religion, dress, 
food, and heritage are not only allowed but accepted as 
important.

Popular Sovereignty - The power of the government 
comes from the people.

Patriotism - A devotion to our country and the core
democratic values.



John Lewis, Speech March 
on Washington, 1963

• “All of us must get in the 
revolution. Get in and stay in the 
streets of every city, every village 
and every hamlet of this nation 
until true freedom comes, until 
the revolution is complete. In the 
Delta of Mississippi, in Southwest 
Georgia in Alabama, Harlem, 
Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia and 
all over this nation, the black 
masses are on the march!”



Other books by Dr. Williams
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