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Our Impact
OPPORTUNITY SAINT PAUL
strengthens economic mobility by
building partnerships, deploying
volunteers, and facilitating learning.
• Launched in 2017, with 7 nonprofit
partner organizations

PROJECT HOME engages area faith
communities to provide emergency
shelter space and volunteer support
for families facing homelessness.
• 166 children from 73 families
were served
• 11,548 shelter beds were slept in

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN WORK
partners with American Indian
families to revitalize culture, foster
education, and promote wellness.
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pounds of food

Ms. Sharon DeMark,
Minnesota Philanthropy Partners

Treasurer, Mr. Roger A. Katzenmaier,
Wilkerson Guthmann

Mr. Jeremiah Ellis, Generation Next

Ms. Victoria Dutcher, Larkin Hoffman

• 503 food bags distributed during
the holidays
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Emergency Services

• 900 individuals received clothing
• 461 referrals provided
American Indian Youth Enrichment
• 110 students served at American
Indian Magnet School in Saint Paul

• 25,913 volunteer hours
PROJECT SPIRIT fosters cultural
awareness and academic excellence
for African American youth.
• 73 students served at 4 elementary
schools in Saint Paul
FARM-FAITH PROJECT utilizes
gardening as a vehicle for building
health and community connections.
• 36 recent immigrants gardened at
5 faith community sites
• 1 Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) program that
sold 26 shares

Diabetes Education

Our Mission

We unite the people, resources, and voice of the
faith community to build a more just, safe, and
livable East Metro for all.

• 252 individuals participated in
diabetes prevention activities

INTERFAITH YOUTH CONNECTION
inspires interfaith dialogue and
service learning for young people.

POWER-UP LEGAL CLINIC provides
legal advice and resources in the
Saint Paul community.
• 35 clients served by volunteer
lawyers
MLK COMMUNITY BREAKFASTS
celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Each local site features
a live broadcast of the General Mills
event as well as a hot breakfast and
local programming.
• 1,300 people attended at 9 sites
SCHOOL TOOLS DRIVE collects school
supplies for children from low-income
and homeless families.
• 550 backpacks filled and
distributed
GENEROUS SPIRIT FOOD DRIVE
collects food items and financial
donations for the Department of
Indian Work food shelf.
• 6,035 pounds of food collected
and distributed

• 215 youth provided leadership
training and service to the
community

Our Vision

People of faith will relieve the effects of poverty
and address its causes through the transformative
work of thousands of volunteers.

Each day
is a
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Dear Friends

One Day at a Time

With your support, we have had an energizing and exciting year. Our newest
program, Opportunity Saint Paul, is launched. The program’s seven nonprofit
partners are deeply engaged. Our Learning Community evening meetings are
rich and rewarding. The first cohort of volunteers is settling into their weekly
volunteer work—tutoring, job coaching, and mentoring throughout the community.
Every day we hear from volunteers about their experiences. It is exciting to be
contributing to building an infrastructure of opportunity in the East Metro.

Sharon and her grandniece lost housing when she left a difficult situation.
She did not have any other relatives or friends who could take her in without
jeopardizing their own housing.

Financial Statements

Today, Sharon works as a Family Program Associate working with families without
permanent housing. Sharon wishes more members of the faith community would
get involved with the issue of family homelessness. “When you are homeless,
you go into your shell. When you go to Project Home, you can breathe.”

Our Department of Indian Work programs are strong and stable. We’ve been able
to expand Emergency Services due to a new grant. Yet, the needs of the community
continue to increase. Your gifts go a long way toward keeping the food shelf
stocked to meet the need. The diabetes education program continues to meet a
very specific need in the American Indian community. The supportive environment
and culturally specific approach to helping people manage their disease are
effective and powerful.
Our youth enrichment programs, Project SPIRIT and American Indian Youth
Enrichment, give children the fortitude and rootedness they need to do their
best in school.

For more than 100 years, Interfaith Action of
Greater Saint Paul has been harnessing the
powerful capacity and compassion of people of
faith to meet the needs of our community.

We fight poverty. We activate and educate volunteers. We strengthen faith
communities by providing them with well-supported pathways to engage in
social justice work. As people of all faiths, we have a religious imperative to help
heal the world. Interfaith Action’s programs provide partnership through which
we can do that well.
We thank you for joining us in this amazing work.
Warm Regards,
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 udited consolidated financial statements of Interfaith Action of Greater Saint Paul and its
A
supporting Foundation.
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F inancial accounting standards require that revenue be recognized in the year it was granted
rather than when it is received or expended.

FOUNDATION
Interfaith Action of Greater Saint Paul Foundation was established in 1966.
Giving to the Foundation is an opportunity to make a contribution with lasting
significance. Gifts and bequests to the Foundation are held in an endowment,
appreciate over time, and provide income to Interfaith Action of Greater
Saint Paul in the form of annual grants.

Randi Ilyse Roth
Executive Director

4,187

Bruce J. Nerland
Board President

Meet Sharon

Project Home Guest
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COMMUNITY
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PEOPLE SERVED
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With nowhere to go, Sharon learned about Project Home. She liked that it was
a program based in area churches, synagogues and religious schools. Sharon
says, “God places you where you need to be, whether it’s a blessing or struggle.”
Project Home turned out to be a blessing for her family. Looking back on her
time in the program, Sharon shared, “I don’t know where my family would be if
Project Home hadn’t been there.”

Our Project Home program continues to meet the needs of families experiencing
homelessness with dignity in a supportive environment. We are heartened as our
guests move from Project Home to stable housing. The volunteers make this
program possible and are the heart, soul, and strength of this program.

Fiscal Year July 2016–June 2017

The Foundation currently has a diversified portfolio of invested stocks and
bonds valued at $1,719,057 as of June 30, 2017. Its original intent and purpose
has remained unchanged. Since its inception, the Foundation has contributed
$3,131,967 to Interfaith Action.

